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EDITORIAL. 


——+\_——___— 


Our readers will be looking for 
news. The postponement of our An- 
nual Conference—the event of our 
Association year—has imposed a duty 
on the Executive that is reluctantly 
assumed with a full sense of the 
added responsibility. The- Annual 
Conference decides the policy to be fol- 
lowed in the immediate future and 
sometimes for the more distant future 
as well, It is the privilege and duty 
of the Executive to see that policy 
carried into effect. Fortunately, we 
have a far-reaching policy already de- 
cided in recent years. 


The general application, on behalf 
of members, for permits to travel, 
was refused by the Minister of Rail- 
ways, on the grounds that he was un- 
able to grant further permits to any 
organisation, except in special cases. 
A further application for permits, for 
delegates only, brought a similar re- 
fusal, on the same grounds. To have 
defied the Government, as represented 
by the Minister of Railways, would 
have had two effects; it would have 
shown a degree of defiance, liable to 
create misunderstanding, and the op- 
portunity to attend would have been 
unequal, as there does seem to be a 
difference in the ease of obtaining 
permits between one place and an- 
other. Unless all members had an 
equal opportunity of attending, the 
Executive could only come to one de- 
cision of deciding to postpone the Con- 
ference for this year, especially as 
the Minister also indicated that there 
was no expectation of being able to 
relax his decision even in the next 
month. The latest enquiries by the 
Executive indicate the same position. 

The Executive was then called to 
meet, but accommodation in Welling- 
ton could only be arranged between 


the 5th and 7th of July. The full Ex- 
ecutive met on these dates and had 
consultations with the Minister of 
Marketing, the officers of the I.M.D., 
and the members of the Control 
Board. In addition, a deputation 
from the South Auckland Branch 
waited on the Executive. As a result 
of these meetings, the Executive has 
made recommendations in line with 
Conference decisions of recent years 
and the decisions of Branches this 
year, as indicated by remits sub- 
mitted for Conference. A detailed re- 
port cannot be given at this stage, 
because of the fact that matters are 
still under consideration. The three 
most important subjects considered 
were a proposed Honey Marketing 
Council, Marketing Regulations for 
the coming season, and the licensing 
of apiary sites. Rehabilitation, short- 
age of certain supplies, correspon- 
dence and minutes were also dealt 
with. To have refused to consider any 
of these matters, because a general 
conference of members could not be 
held, would have been a betrayal of 
trust and an admission of incompe- 
tence. By recommendation and ad- 
vice to the Government in particular, 
on the basis of declared Association 
policy, the Executive is confident that 
its members will endorse its action. 
Without doing an injustice to either 
party, but with the desire to keep 
members as fully informed as possible, 
we have set out the general lines of 
our recommendations under a report 
of the Executive meeting, 


The Executive wishes to record its 
appreciation of the help given by the 
officers of the I.M.D., the members of 
the Board, and in particular of the 
Minister of Marketing, Mr. Roberts. 
The Minister in his office gave our 
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Executive nearly two hours of his 
time, when less than half that period 
had been arranged for. By a frank 
and realistic understanding of the 
whole marketing and production posi- 
tion, and of the difficult position in 
which circumstances had placed mem- 
bers of the Executive, he had enabled 
the objectives both of the Government 
and of the National to be discussed in 
a true spirit of co-operation. The 
Minister stressed the need for con- 
sidering any proposals in the light of 
post-war planning. Our President, 
Mr, Field, informed the Minister that 
during the year the Executive had 
prepared for presentation to Confer- 
ence a memorandum on marketing 
policy suggesting modifications both in 
marketing and for producer control, 
with particular consideration for a 
change over to post-war conditions. 
This memorandum had been prepared 
from the viewpoint of the National 
Association, as declared in the deci- 
sions of recent years. The Minister 
thanked the Executive for placing the 
Association viewpoint clearly and pos- 
itively. He declared his desire to help 
us and promised to examine all the 
matters further and give his decision 
at the earliest date. 


While members will naturally be 
impatient for details it is only fair to 
all concerned that proper considera- 
tion and consultation be given. The 
Executive should be called together 
again before any announcement is 


HIVE 


made. This should be done in suffi- 
cient time for Branches to examine 
and understand any changes proposed 
for the future. The Executive is.to be 
commended for having the courage of 
its convictions. It can only have that 
courage because it believes in the loy- 
alty of the members to the National 
Association, and in the belief as well 
that the National represents all sec- 
tions and stands for the betterment of 
the industry as a whole. This belief 
and this ideal should inspire us to 
serve well, not only our own day and 
generation, but to plan wisely for the 
future as well. We have privileges as 
well as duties, responsibilities as well 
as opportunities, and freedom as well 
as restraint. Let us balance our judg- 
ment and serve well with the right 
spirit. 


HONEY FOR SANDWICHES. 
———_—»—___—_ 


Honey combines especially well with 
cream cheese, hence a delicious sand- 
wich may be made by spreading a 
slice of bread with honey and another 
with cream cheese and then pressing 
them together. Chopped nuts, dates 
or pineapple may be mixed with the 
cheese. The stickiness of honey is 
frequently an advantage for it will 
help hold the ingredients together, 
especially for a sandwich filling, and 
also helps to keep the sandwich moist. 


MATS 


HAVE YOU ORDERED YOUR HIVE MATS YET? 


Made from N.Z. Hemp—better wearing than ordinary 


sacking. Order direct from manufacturers: 
N.Z. WOOLPACK & TEXTILES LTD., FOXTON 
Delivery of not less than bale lots, F.O.R., Foxton. 


£1/6/- per bale of 250 mats—cash with order. 


Please add 


exchange to cheques. 
National Beekeepers’ Association of N.Z.—Sole Agents. 
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These notes are prompted by cer- 
tain features in the selling of honey 
brought about by the present artificial 
demand. I have no other reason for 
butting into this than that I am 
deeply concerned that some wrong 
ideas should have come into the selling 
side of the business. 

The present demand has given many 
beekeepers the idea that honey has 
at last come into its own and is now 
the most popular of foods, The same 
idea is prompting many others to go 
into beekeeping. 

It would be a remarkable coinci- 
dence if, for no particular reason, 
honey became one of the most popular 
foods in all producing countries at the 
same time and at the time when other 
sweets were restricted in supply or 
went off the market. The obvious fact 
is that the short supply of other 
sweets has diverted the unsatisfied de- 
mand to honey. Thus, the present de- 
mand is purely artificial and what the 
honey business retains out of this de- 
mand when other sweets are again in 
free supply, will depend largely on the 
way this demand is exploited in the 
meantime. 

An indication of what may happen 
can be had from what happened in the 
United Kingdom in the last war. 
Foodstuffs were not rationed in New 
Zealand. In the United Kingdom, 
however, conditions were similar to 
what they are in New Zealand now. 
Sugar, jams, etc., were restricted or 
not obtainable. Honey heing uncon- 
trolled, was sought after to supple- 
ment the meagre supply of sweets. 
Honey cf all sorts and qualities were 
put on the market and prices were 
forced up. Such was the reaction 
when other sweetstuffs came back on 
the market that the sale of honey 
practically ceased for a period and the 
prejudice against honey continued for 
a long time. 

Had honey of the right quality over 
the war period been made available to 
the publie at a reasonable price, the 
permanent use of honey probably 
would have been greatly increased. In- 
stead, the demand was exploited both 


with regard to quality and price, re- 
sulting in a distaste for and a preju- 
dice against honey. 

I was rebuked at a meeting for tak- 
ing this line of argument, my remarks 
being taken as depreciating the value 
of honey, What I want to stress, 
however, is that to take the wrong 
view of the present position, will not 
only not help, but leads to practices 
that will tell against the use of honey 
when competitive sweets again come 
on the market. 

Beekeepers everywhere are out and 
out’ enthusiasts as to the value of their 
product as a food and delicacy, but 
what is the consumers’ attitude? In 
New Zealand the normal consumption, 
that is pre-war consumption, was a 
little over 3lb. per head of population 
per annum. Germany was the biggest 
buyer of honey in normal times, but 
the consumption there per head was 
4Ib., while in the United Kingdom, it 
was łlb. In other countries the con- 
sumption was from no better to almost 
nil. These facts need not cause the 
beekeepers’ enthusiasm for his pro- 
duct to diminish, but they do call for 
some thought for the reason for the 
small consumption and for much 
thought for an improvement. To this 
end, delusions about the present de- 
mand and as to the general accepta- 
bility of all honeys has to be got rid 
of. The first home truth is that all 
honeys are not acceptable to the con- 
sumer, that some are decidedly impal- 
atable and that sold indiscriminately, 
a buyer might get any one of the 
numerous varieties. 

In our own production, we have 
honey that can hold its own with the 
best in the world and we can produce, 
if encouragement is given, some of 
the worst. How can honey be made a 
popular food, and this applies the 
world over, if there is no guarantee of 
quality? 

Raspberry Jam is always Raspberry 
Jam and Golden Syrup always Golden 
Syrup, but honey as generally sold 
and as is being largely sold in New 
Zealand to-day, almost might be any- 
thing. 
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Of course, treated as a medicine, 
there is little difference in the value 
of honey; perhaps, even, some of the 
least palatable might be the best from 
this point of view. But it will profit 
beekeepers little to make honey a drug 
on the market, The objective is to 
get it, and keep it, on the daily food 
list. 

Not only does honey vary owing to 
the nature of its production, but as 
sold by producers it varies in grain, 
cleanliness and consistency, which 
added to the variety of colours and 
flavours makes it a very uncertain 
product as so sold. 

The point in all this is that we are 
making the worst of a good article 
and spoiling a good opportunity to 
establish for all time honey as a pop- 
ular food. 

I would again emphasise that the 
demand to-day is purely a war-created 
demand. This is an opportunity to 
make honey a standard article of food 
but it can’t be done by supplying hap- 
hazard qualities at high prices. The 
final result will be reaction when jams 
and other sweets are again in plenti- 
ful supply. The above may sound like 
a Dismal Desmond Symphony, partic- 
ularly to anyone who wants to cash 
in on the present opportunities, but 
is intended as a prelude to sugges- 
tions for a policy that should be ad- 
opted by those whose future living 
will’ be in beekeeping. New Zealand 
has already demonstrated with the 
limited support forthcoming from pro- 
ducers, that a standard quality of 
honey placed before consumers in the 
right way, can establish a demand. In 
the United Kingdom, we made granu- 
lated honey to be ‘adopted as the gen- 
eral pack and made our pack the 
biggest seller. In New Zealand, the 
Internal Marketing Division’s pack 
grew beyond capacity to supply. 

My definite opinion is that the fut- 
ure of honey as a popular food lies in 
its presentation in standard qualities. 
If more than one distinctive kind is 
put on the market it should be clearly 
identified by label and brand, and the 
public educated by advertising the dif- 
ference between each pack. Adver- 
tising honey generally is no use unless 
there are specific qualities that can 
be advertised and not too many of 


them. To achieve this, all honey sold 
through the trade should go through 
a depot or depots, so that a selection 
of honeys will be available to produce 
the desired packs. The class of packs 
put out will depend mostly on the 
honey available. My experience is 
that the pack most likely to meet fav- 
our is not the whitest, mildest flav- 
oured, but a honey with a golden 
colour and a little flavour; a honey 
colour and a honey flavour, 

The whitest honeys of mild flavour 
are, of course, of most value as they 
will bring a honey below the colour 
and flavour standard up to the colour 
and flavour standard, N.Z. Honey 
Ltd. made a notable innovation by 
putting up three distinct packs which 
absorbed all the most palatable honeys 
we produce, and seemed to fill all re- 
quirements. The public appreciation 
as to the order of value of these packs 
was shown in the difference in prices 
between the packs. The second and 
third pack was discontinued for want 
of supplies. 

As to the future value of honey, 
this will be decided by the price of 
competitive sweets such as jam, ete. 
Possibly in the above I have gone con- 
trary to the ideas of a lot of bee- 
keepers. In the course of my long ex- 
perience in selling honey, I have nec- 
essarily kept myself well informed of 
selling conditions all over the world 
and the faults in marketing which 
have retarded the expansion of the 
use of honey have been very obvious. 
I feel that in severing my connection 
with the honey business I should put 
before producers the facts as they 
appeal to me and my ideas of the line 
of future development. ; 

—J. Rentoul, 


BEEKEEPING IN AUSTRALIA 


“The Australasian Beekeeper.” Illus- 
trated magazine, published monthly 
by Messrs. Pender Bros. Pty. Ltd. 
Subscription, 5/- per year, posted. 
Sample copy free on application to 
The Editor, à 
P.O. Box 20, 
West Maitland, N.S.W., 
Australia. 
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In the last issue of the Journal 
there appeared a statement of 
the proceedings at the Palmerston 
North meeting of the General Execu- 
tive with the Hon. B. Roberts, Minis- 
ter of Marketing, and an explanation 
was given of the decision of the Ex- 
ecutive to disassociate itself from the 
special advisory committee to the 
Minister. The committee was to con- 
sist of the chairman of the Board, the 
president of the National, and one ad- 
ditional member from each body, with 
a Government officer as chairman. Un- 
fortunately, the circumstances that 
led up to the proposal of the Minister 
to form the committee have not been 
explained, and in this connection it 
seems only right that the beekeepers 
should be made aware of the follow- 
ing facts :— 

In November of last year Mr. Field 
and Mr. Williams, representing the 
Executive, with myself representing 
the Board, met the Minister and sen- 
ior officers in Wellington to discuss the 
question of obtaining sufficient honey 
for the Marketing Division to meet 
priority requirements. Ample evi- 
dence was tabled to prove that the 
need for honey had not lessened since 
the date of conference, and Mr. Field 
therefore urged that the Government 
apply the terms of the resolution 
passed at the last annual conference 
agreeing to 70% of the beekeepers’ 
product being taken over by the 
I.M.D. for the current season, as a 
war-time regulation. The Minister 
approved of the recommendation and 
proposed that a special advisory com- 
mittee be set up for the purpose of co- 
cpes.uting with him and his officers in 
the application of the regulations. 
Both Mr. Field and myself represent- 
ing our respective bodies at once 
agreed to the Minister’s proposal. 

The Board was not invited to attend 
the Palmerston conference of the Ex- 
ecutive in February and the Board 
had no knowledge of the circumstances 
(other than the statement which ap- 
peared in the Journal) that finally re- 
sulted in the refusal of the Executive 
to allow its representatives to serve on 


the committee. 

In fairness to the Executive it 
should be mentioned that at their re- 
cent meeting in Wellington on July 
5th, the Board were assured by the 
Executive that the decision to with- 
draw from the special committee was 
not to be interpreted to imply lack of 
confidence in the Board or in the per- 
sonnel of the Board. The Executive 
made it plain that the action taken 
was due to certain further proposals 
of the Minister proving unacceptable 
to the Minister. The Board was not 
aware of this phase of the situation 
until it met the Executive on July 5th. 


PROPOSED MARKETING REGU- 
LATIONS FOR NEXT SEASON. 

As the position has improved in the 
matter of supplies to meet priority 
needs the Board has recommended 
that the existing regulations be modi- 
fied and also simplified in order to 
ensure less costly and more efficient 
administration. ‘The proposals of the 
Board were outlined to the Executive 
for their consideration at the recent 
meeting of the Board and the Execu- 
tive in Wellington and there is every 
reason to believe that complete unani- 
mitv will be reached between repre- 
sentatives of the industry and the 
Minister in regard to the scope of the 
war-time marketing regulations for 
next season. 


THE 1.M.D. PAY-OUT. 

The Board recognises that the pay- 
out to suppliers to the I.M.D. com- 
pares unfavourably with returns re- 
ceived bv non-suppliers through ordi- 
nary trading channels. With a view 
to correcting this unequitable position, 
the Board has placed certain pro- 
posals before the Minister, and in- 
tends to. pursue the matter further 
with the Stabilization Committee. 

The Minister has promised sympa- 
thetic consideration and the officers 
of the I.M.D. can be depended upon to 
give every assistance in the effort to 
obtain an increased pay-out to I.M.D. 
suppliers. 

WALLACE NELSON, 
Chairman, Honey Control Board. 
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THANKS! 


To the many beekeepers who so promptly responded to 
my appeal for beeswax to meet the demand for “ACORN” 
WEED PROCESS Comb Foundation, 


THANKS FOR YOUR LOYALTY AND CO-OPERATION. 


Further supplies are still needed, however, as a heavy 
demand for Foundation is expected. Maximum price paid. 


FORWARDING INSTRUCTIONS. 


North Island consignments should be shipped direct 
from main ports where possible, or consigned by goods train 
per “Through Booking via nearest port.” South Island con- 
signments should be railed by goods train, not by Railways 
Parcels. If in doubt as to how to forward, despatch a card 
stating quantity of wax to be sent, and forwarding instruc- 
tions will be sent by return. 


Small Lots: Parcels of under 28 lbs. from either North 
or South Island are more satisfactorily sent by Parcels Post. 


“ACORN” Weed Process 
Non-sag Comb Foundation 


Prices for exchange or conversion of your beeswax still 
at pre-war rates. Write for quotations, stating quantity. 


At your service for bee supplies :— 


A. ECROYD 


11 THORNTON ST., CHRISTCHURCH, N.1. 
Telegraphic Address: “ECROYD, SHIRLEY.” 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


HORTICULTURE DIVISION 


During the year seventy competent 
beekeepers were appointed as part- 
time apiary inspectors to assist per- 
manent apiary instructors in the vari- 
ous beekeeping districts throughout 
the Dominion with part of their 
apiary inspection duties. Although 
a number of these men were 
unable to fulfil their engagements, due 
to pressure of work in their own 
apiaries, a great deal of very impor- 
tant work was accomplished by those 
employed during the season. As usual, 
this work was concentrated as much 
as possible on areas requiring atten- 
tion most. 


1,657 apiaries comprising 17,643 
hives were thoroughly inspected under 
this plan alone, against 1,389 apiaries 
and 15,547 hives respectively last 
season, 


This work revealed an all-round 
slight improvement of the position in 
regard to bee diseases over last year. 
Fifty box hives were located and 
dealt with against 114 last season, 
while it was found necessary to des- 
troy by fire 219 complete hives badly 
diseased, against 260 last season. 


Arrangements are now in hand to 
continue the work of part-time in- 
spection, providing suitable beekeepers 
are available for the work. 


The work of grading all honey sup- 
plied to the Internal Marking Divi- 
sion is carried out by the official 
Honey Grader of this Department, 
who has already graded and passed 
over 1,000 tons of last season’s honey 
sent to the central depot. 


While honey forwarded from some 
parts of the South Auckland district 
this year is a little darker in colour 
than usual, due possibly to climatic 
conditions and a slight deterioration 
of clover pastures in those areas, the 
honey crop as a whole for the Dom- 
inion is well up to last year’s stan- 
dard for colour and flavour. 


Co-operation Required: It is very 
desirable for all beekeepers to con- 
tinue to co-operate to the fullest pos- 
sible extent with the Department, and 
to make known any beekeeping prob- 
lems peculiar to their particular dis- 
trict requiring scientific investigation, 
so that a maximum of service may be 
maintained to the best advantage of 
the beekeeping industry as a whole. 


ITALIAN 


Reared under ideal conditions and of Highest Quality. 


QUEENS 


Guaranteed 


free from all disease, and bred from Pure Stocks which have been 
carefully selected for good working and non-swarming qualities. 
Ninety-five per cent. of Untested Queens guaranteed purely mated. 
4 


1 2 3 
Untested 7/- 13/6 19/6 25/- 


5 10 20 or more 50 upwards 


30/- 57/6 5/6each 5/3 each 
Tested 11/- 21/— 30/— 39/- 48/- 90/- 
Select 
Tested 14/— 26/- Breeders 25/- 


Delivery.—Tested, from September 20th; Untested, from October 20th 
{as weather permits) to April 30th. 
Orders filled in rotation as received. 


Terms.—Cash with order. 


C. A. GREIG 


Cheques to have exchange added. 


POSTAL ADDRESS & 
P.O. ORDER OFFICE 


Richmond, Nelson 
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ASSOCIATION OF 


N.Z. 


EE ————— 
Report of Executive Committee. 


HONEY MARKETING COUNCIL. 


It is recommended that a council be 
set up, of elected producer represen- 
tatives with Government appointees, 
to have executive power in framing 
policy, marketing honey and advising 
the Government on all matters within 
the industry. 


To ensure a wide representation the 
producer representatives to be suffi- 
cient in number, elected on as broad 
a franchise as possible, with a propor- 
tional vote limited to one vote on a 
minimum basis, to a maximum of ten 
votes on the level of production that 
provides the producer with a living. 


Obviously the Government members 
cannot be elected, but it is desirable 
and necessary to have both the LM.D. 
and the Department of Agriculture 
represented as these are the organisa- 
tions with which the producers have 
dealings. 


No decision has been reached in re- 
cent years advocating a change to pro- 
ducer ownership of the honey section 
and the Executive can only be guided 
by our recent policy in recommending 
a council to work with the present 
honey section of the I.M.D. The im- 
portant point is that we desire to have 
our representatives elected and not 
appointed. The Executive does not 
request any special representation for 
Association members, believing that 
the producers will wisely make their 
own decisions of the representatives 
they desire. The Minister was prom- 
ised our full co-operation in nominat- 
ing members from our Association to 
stand for election. 


These are days of adjustment and 
planning ahead. We believe that 
under the proposed Council, the mind 
of the producers can best be expressed 
and the co-operation of the functions 
of all those concerned most efficiently 
achieved. We would urge an election 
in good time to have the Council es- 
tablished for the coming season, 


MARKETING. 


The Executive recommends that the 
commandeer should be reduced to a 
minimum figure that will meet urgent 
War priorities and secure a sufficient 
volume of honey to keep the Honey 
Section plant in operation at an eco- 
nomic basis for the War period, This 
will provide a much larger measure of 
freedom to the producer at a return 
that will enable him to operate on the 
basis of returns at the pre-war level. 
It also recommends that future re- 
turns from honey supplied, together 
with the revenue from the seal’s 
stamps, be paid to the producer each 
year in full on the pro-rata basis of 
honey supplied. On this understand- 
ing, it believes that the foundations 
will be laid for a change-over to a 
sound basis of voluntary supply in the 
post-war period at a price that will be 
attractive and remunerative to the 
producer and secure that goodwill so 
necessary to the efficient working of 
the Honey Section. 

In placing the extra amount of 
honey on the market, producers will 
need to give as wide a distribution as 
possible to merchants, grocers and pri- 
vate customers; the division should 
concentrate on the most populous 
areas of short supply and only reserve 
a small amount for those country 
areas not served by producers. Inthe 
first year it is possible that some areas 
will receive an over-supply while 
others will be short. In following 
years, these inequalities would be les- 
sened as supply and demand adjust 
the position. With more freedom to 
market, producers will have a greater 
responsibility to see that the market 
is evenly supplied. Broadly speaking, 
if producers will return as nearly as 
possible to their pre-war method of 
selling, bearing in mind that they are 
going on a bare market with a pro- 
portion only of their crop, endeavour 
to supply evenly, there will be at- 
tained the most desirable measure of 
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co-operation between the producer and 
the division. Prices are fixed and the 
demand exceeds the supply. It is a 
challenge to producers to show that 
they can meet the situation. 

Urgent priorities to be met are for 
prisoner-of-war parcels, service needs 
including navy and special invalid re- 
quirements, and as high an amount 
as possible for export to England. 
Voluntary supply above minimum re- 
quirements will give the Honey Sec- 
tion an amount that should be re- 
garded as a reserve of honey to be re- 
tained, either for a season of short 
supply or to meet an unexpected call 
for honey coming under the category 
of an urgent priority. A certain re- 
serve of honey should be kept for a 
poor season and equally a reserve of 
honey should be provided for a food 
emergency. 

Some producers are insistent in 
claiming a subsidy from the War Ex- 
penses Account. As the subsidy 
would cease on the cessation of hos- 
tilities, such a method would require 
an adjustment—perhaps painful—in 
the post-war period. We believe pro- 
ducers prefer a simpler solution more 
morally justifiable. 


AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION 


From replies received the majority 
of Branches favour the proposals, 
while four Branches reject them, two 
Branches offer as an alternative the 
formation of a commercial beekeepers’ 
section of the National. Voting on 
marketing to be decided by this sec- 
tion only. While the Executive will 
examine all proposals, in this case no 
details in support are presented. 
From representations made, the Ex- 
ecutive feels that more power is being 
sought by a limited section than is 
considered fair or desirable by other 
sections. No evidence is given to show 
that the problem of delegate-voting, or 
the need to augment our finances, will 
be met by the proposed suggestion. 

The Executive believes that its re- 
commendations for proportional vot- 
ing and payment on hive holding offer 
the only reasonable solution, and de- 
sire Branches to examine the pro- 
posals more carefully, where they fail 
to see their merits. When Executive 
members can visit Branches, they will 
explain points of difficulty. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


Letters from Branch secretaries and 
members were received and dealt 
with. 

Minutes of the previous Executive 
meeting were read and approved. 

The financial statement was pre- 
sented and adopted. The credit bal- 
ance was satisfactory, but it was 
pointed out that expenses were in- 
creasing at a greater rate than in- 
eome. While more frequent Executive 
meetings are desirable, they involve 
considerable expense. It is not pos- 
sible to have a full meeting over sev- 
eral days for much less than £40, and 
even then members receive nothing 
more than expenses and lose time from 
their business, extending from four to 
eight days, depending on their dis- 
tance from the place of meeting. 
Already there have been two Execu- 
tive meetings this year and it appears 
that another will be needed in August. 
Members of the Executive are willing 
to give their time but those Branches 
that become demanding or that choose 
to act directly, show a spirit of in- 
gratitude and lack of responsibility 
that is exceptional. The same lack of 
finance prevents Executive members 
from contacting Branches more fre- 
quently, although it is their desire to 
do so. The Executive again found it 
necessary to condemn the action of a 
Branch in approaching the Minister 
instead of makiaug representation 
through the Executive. No Branch 
ean yet point to success by this 
method, and it could quite easily 
weaken the representations made by 
the Executive. United we stand! 


Additional work has been placed on 
the President in recent years in fre- 
quent consultations and we are fortu- 
nate that Mr. Field has been able to 
accede to the demands on his time. 
We are also indebted to Mr. and Mrs. 
Field for hospitality to many members 
who have found it necessary to call at 
Foxton on Association business. This 
is not part of the obligations of a 
President, but is all the more appreci- 
ated when it has been so generously 
given, 

It was decided to urge on the Min- 
ister of Supply the need for importa- 
tions or release of queen excluders 
and gauze wire, 
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LICENSING OF APIARY SITES. 

The Executive again urged the 
Minister to have legislation introduced 
to bring this proposal into effect. It 
was indicated that it had a bearing on 
rehabilitation proposals. The Minis- 
ter promised to have the matter re- 
viewed when the order paper for next 
session was being prepared. 


REHABILITATION. 

A letter was received from the Dir- 
ector of Rehabilitation seeking guid- 
ance from our Association. It was re- 
commended that before trainees are 
placed with commercial producers, 
they be given a course on the theory 
of beekeeping practise. It was felt 
that this could be undertaken at some 
agricultural college with the help of 
the Apiary Section of the Horticul- 
ture Division during the winter per- 
iod. It was felt that information on 
prospects and areas available could be 
secured from  apiary instructors 
through the same Department. Where 
sales of apiaries are proposed, it is 
recommended that preference be given 
to returned servicemen. 

The Executive is anxious to receive 
any suggestions that will help to 
assist in settling servicemen in the in- 
dustry. 

VOTE OF SYMPATHY. 


At the request of the President, 
members stood for a moment in silent 
remembrance of those who had passed 
on during the year. It was reported 
that the following members had died 
during the year:— 

Mr. W. Hayne............. Canterbury 

Mr, H. Goodman ..........0.... Clutha 

Mr. R. J. Lynn ........ Hawke’s Bay 

Sympathy was also expressed with 
Mr. Alan Bates, of Taranaki, who lost 
his wife, and with Mr. Sage, of South 
Auckland, whose second son is missing 
on air operations over Germany. 

There may be others whose names 
have not been reported to us. To all, 
the Executive extends its sincere sym- 
pathy in their sorrow. 

Would secretaries please keep the 
Editor informed of bereavements, and 
of members of the services missing or 
wounded? j 

SECRETARIAL. 

One of the most pleasant interludes 
in proceedings was the hearty and un- 
animous tribute paid to the efficient 


work of our secretary, Mr. Fraser, 
There was common consent that our 
Association was fortunate in having 
him as our secretary. Members realise 
that as the work has increased each 
year, the remuneration of the secre- 
tary should increase, but that we were 
limited by the funds at our disposal. 
Mr. Fraser, in thanking members, 
said that he realised our position and 
would continue the work on the pre- 
sent basis, as he was interested 
in our problems as primary pro- 
ducers, and realised that members of 
the Executive were giving consider- 
able time in an honorary capacity. 

A motion expressing our apprecia- 
tion of Mr. Frasers work was 
recorded, 

JOURNAL. 

The editor reported on a substantial 
increase in subscribers during the past 
year, chiefly through an increase in 
ordinary membership of the Associa- 
tion. The number of “ direct’ mem- 
bers remained at the same figure. He 
was pleased to report that the Office 
of the Factory Controller had advised 
“that a decision has been reached 
permitting the various farming jour- 
nals to resume their pre-war consump- 
tion of paper subject to the stipula- 
tion that the additional space be de- 
voted to technical matter.” He advised 
the acceptance of this offer on the 
terms stated. The extra space would 
be devoted to a section for beginners 
and to technical matter of value to 
commercial producers. The Executive 
agreed to these recommendations. 

The editor invites readers to send 
in items and articles they think would 
be of interest. Women readers are in- 
vited to forward tried recipes they 
would like to see published—we wil! 
take proved bachelor ones as well! 

Secretaries are thanked for their 
prompt replies to enquiries regarding 
any change in officers for the ensuing 
year, and for April Journals for- 
warded, 

Our printer, Mr. Matheson, is al- 
ways willing to meet the editor in 
getting the Journal out on time, even 
when contributors are late in forward- 
ing material. He has staff problems 
in common with others, but he always 
manages to keep on time and is de- 
serving of our thanks for his co-oper- 
ation. 
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ASSOCIATION AFFAIRS 


KING COUNTRY. 


At a meeting of the King Country Branch, 
held at the home of the president on the 20th 
May, it was resolved that while the Branch 
would NOT support. any action calculated 
to either directly or indirectly embarras or- 
ganized marketing, it considered that some 
increase in the pay-out for honey was desir- 
able. Members also unanimously supported 
the bill for the controlled registration of 
apiary sites, and also strongly recommended 
that used honey containers should not be 
sent out unwashed. The list of remits for 
the Annual Conference was fully discussed, 
and Mr. C. R. Paterson, Apiary Instructor 
for the district, was able to explain many 
points upon which members were not quite 
clear. —H. S. Shoebridge. 


HAWKE’S BAY. 


On May 2nd a well attended meeting was 
held in Hastings. Mr. D. S. Robinson, Apiary 
Instructor, was also present. Resolutions 
were passed regarding the proposed amend- 
ments to the constitution, and remits were 
framed for consideration at the Annual Con- 
ference, should it be held. 

The Annual Meeting was held in Hastings 
on May 24th. 

Mr. D. S. Robinson, Apiary Instructor for 
Hawke's Bay, and Mr. W. J. Lennon, Dom- 
inion Vice-President, were welcomed by the 
Branch President, Mr. A. Lowe. The annual 
report showed that in spite of war conditions 
the Branch had completed a satisfactory 
year, The financial membership had in- 
creased, nine new members had joined the 
Branch, and the balance sheet showed a satis- 
factory financial position. 

The following officers were elected for the 
following year:—President, Mr. A. Lowe; 
vice-president, Mr, G. F. R. Gordon; hon. sec- 
retary, Miss D. M. Dalgliesh. Miss D. M. 
Dalgliesh was elected delegate to Conference, 
and Mr. Berry was elected to act as 
deputy delegate. 

A motion of sympathy was passed to the 
relatives of the late Mr. R. J. Lynn, Napier, 
a highly respected member who was a former 
member of the “Apis” Club and other bee- 
keeping organisations in England and Ire- 
land. —D. M. Dalgliesh. 


CENTRAL & SOUTHERN 
HAWKE’S BAY. 


The Annual Meeting of the Central and 
Southern H.B. Beekeepers was held in the 
Town Hall, Takapau, recently. There was a 
good attendance, Mr. T. Taylor, Takapau, 
presiding. 

In spite of war conditions, there had been 
an increase in membership, seven being 
added during the year. Meetings had been 
well attended. As a war-time measure, Taka- 
pau had been chosen as the centre for meet- 
ings as being the most convenient, and so 
lessening transport difficulties. Attempts 
had been made to hold field days, but not 
very successfully, owing to transport prob- 
lems and not from lack of interest. The 


thanks of the Branch were due to Mr, 
Adrian for his efforts in this direction, Un- 
less transport conditions improved it would 
be impossible to hold field days during the 
current year. i 

The election of officers resulted:—Presi- 
dent, Mr. T. Taylor, Takapau; vice-presi- 
dent, Mr,'C. H. J. Pease, Takapau; secre- 
tary and treasurer, Mr. Chas. Graham, Dan- 
nevirke; representative to the annual Con- 
ference, Christchurch, Mr. A. H. Hedge. 

The meeting decided to support the pro- 
posed amendment to the constitution to in- 
crease subscriptions according to the number 
of hives with equivalent voting rights at the 
Conference. This had been agreed to in the 
interests of commercial beekeepers. The 
inereased revenue would give the Association 
a grater influence. 

Mr. D. Robinson, Government Apiarist, of 
Hastings, gave an address on “Autumn and 
Winter Management of Hives,” the impor- 
tance of notifying immediately the depart- 
ment if any sign of disease appeared, e.g., 
Foul brood or wax moth, and the need to 
take prompt steps to cure the disease. He 
dealt with treatment of disease, suitability 
of queens, treatment of weak hives, preven- 
tion of robbing, saving of wax, winter feed- 
ing, cleanliness of honey house, preparation 
for an early season, and winter care of ma- 
terial. —S. C. Graham. 


WELLINGTON. 


The Fifth Annual Meeting was held on 
Wednesday, 7th June, the Wellington meet- 
ing room being packed with members and 
intending members. 

No change was made in the Chairman, 
Mr. J. M. Bodmin, and Secretary, Mr. W. P. 
Carter, who were re-elected unopposed. 

Eulogistic references were. thade to the 
energy and zeal that these two members had 
displayed. and their accomplishment in mak- 
ing the Branch the premier Branch of the 
Dominion. 

Although the membership increase for the 
year, from 120 to 167, had been very sub- 
stantial, the real success’ was in the greatly 
increased knowledge gained by members who 
attended the monthly meeting in Wellington 
or Lower Hutt. The main features of these 
are prepared addresses by various members 
and discussions thereon, monthly advice by 
the Chairman, cine screenings, and addresses 
by the District Apiary Instructor. The part- 
time Instructors have reported upon the 
marked improvements in the methods and the 
equipment of members as against non-mem- 
bers. Further, from confidential reports as 
to honey extractions for the season, many 
members’ returns show marked increases 
which they in many cases attribute to know- 
ledge gained from the monthly meetings. 

The more up-to-date members, too, saw 
that the colonies were headed by young, 
virile queens. To give breeders an idea as to 
requirements for next season, the Secretary 
has already placed an order for a substan- 
tial number. 

The Reference Library should be in work- 
ing order by the time these notes are in 
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print. We are very grateful to Mrs. Kirker 
for her late son’s books on beekeeping— 


some twenty odd books—which have now 
come to hand, Also to the Editor for a large 
parcel of back numbers of Journals from all 
corners of the globe. These were a revela- 
tion to our members. One could hardly 
visualize such a store of valuable informa- 
tion. An overseas correspondent has donated 
a full set of the past 18 years of one im- 
portant American Journal. Present difficul- 
ties, however, are shipping. One journal is 
already sending us their publication, and the 
Secretary is in touch with many others. He 
is also obtaining information on the latest 
books in regard to the industry. 

The Branch is looking forward to the 
coming season with every confidence of fur- 
ther suceess. Already quite a number of 
new members have joined up.—W. P. Carter 


WEST COAST. 


At the Annual Meeting of our Branch 
there was quite a good attendance of mem- 
bers. The result of the Page Cup competi- 
tion for the best kept apiary was announced, 
Mr. R. V. Glasson of Blackball being the sue- 
cessful competitor, with Mr. W. A. Coombes 
of Otira second. The congratulations of the 
Branch go to Mr. Glasson, as his apiary is 
indeed a credit to him. 

Mr. A. T. Myers, Apiary Instructor, has 
arrangements well in hand for a lantern 
slide lecture on beekeeping. 

Our President, Mr. E. Airey, has received 
the good news that his son, E. Airey, has 
been repatriated, and his return to New Zea- 
land is eagerly awaited after three years a 
prisoner of war in Germany. —J. G. Glynn. 


NORTH OTAGO. 


At our recent Branch meeting, uneasiness 
regarding foul brood was voiced by several 
members. Although North Otago has prided 
itself on its freedom from disease, the 
opinion is that this disease is on the in- 
crease. As we wish to counteract this 
scourge, we appealed to the general execu- 
tive that part-time inspection be enforced 
in this district. —B. A. Gillies. 


CENTRAL OTAGO. 


Heavy frosts with a snowfall each week 
remind us forcibly that old man winter is 
here. When the heat of summer comes we 
will have forgotten the cold, and again 
marvel at the complete change. 

We are sorry to report that Mr. Adamson 
lost his honey house, complete with plant 
and supers and some honey, in a disastrous 
fire towards the end of the season. Mr. Horn, 
our president, loaned his own plant to en- 
able Mr. Adamson to complete extraction. 

Rainfall for the first half of the year is 
well above average, and plants are well 
rooted to withstand a severe winter. How 
would beekeepers in the north like frosts 
up to 39 degrees? 

Membership this year is a record. 

—W. J. Lennon. 


OTAGO CONVENTION. 


A Convention of the Otago and Southland 
Branches of the National Beekeepers’ Associ- 
ation was held in the Otago Pioneer Women’s 
Hall, Moray Place, Dunedin, on Tuesday, 
June 6th, 1944. A very representative gath- 


ering of the honey producers of both pro- 
vinces was present. Mr. J. McFadzien, Jr., 
President of the Otago Branch, was elected 
Chairman. Amongst the subjects discussed 
were Post-War Marketing, Pay-out’ on 
various grades of honey, honey seals fund, 
and the production and marketing of manuka 
honey. Post-War Marketing was a subject 
of lively discussion, and a resolution favour- 
ing a commandeer of 50% of the honey pro- 
duction to the I.M.D. was defeated, and an 
amendment to the effect that the Convention 
advises Branches. to recommend to Con- 
ference, that in the post-war period a freely 
elected board of honey producers be given 
the power to decide the amount of honey to 
be commandeered in each year and that the 
honey seal fund be used as an equalization 
fund. In view of certain resolutions to be 
submitted to Conference from the North 
Island, requesting a higher pay-out for dark 
honeys, the meeting was unanimous that 
price scale should not be upset as present, 
and the following resolution was passed 
unanimously :—‘“That this Convention of 
Otago and Southland beekeepers recommends 
that the grading of honey in relation to 
price, should remain as at present.” This 
motion to be forwarded to the General Sec- 
retary, with instructions that it be read at 
Conference. At an interval during the 
afternoon, tea was served by the ladies, and 
a very profitable afternoon session was 
brought to a close with a vote of thanks to 
the ladies, and a similar vote to the Chair- 
man, 

The evening session opened with an ad- 
dress by Mr. W. T. Herron of Waikaka on 
“Swarm Control,” which was listened to with 
great interest, this being a very important 
item in apiary management, and the interest 
taken was evident in the great number of 
questions asked, and so clearly answered by 
Mr. Herron. This method of swarm control 
was evolved by Mr. Herron some years ago, 
and is now a standard practice in many 
apiaries. 

The noted queen breeder, Mr. Robert Stew- 
art of Heriot, then addressed the meeting. 
Mr. Stewart chose as his subject, “Forming 
Neuclei for Increase.” This brought many 
and varied questions relating to neuclei and 
queen rearing. The valued information 
gained from Mr. Stewart’s many years of 
experience was much appreciated by the 
large number of beekeepers present. A 
bright and pleasant interlude was provided 
by Mr. T. Thompson, who entertained the 
company with a delightful exhibition of the 
art of conjuring. 

Mr. Swanson of Southland asked that ex- 
hibits portraying progress in apiculture be 
forwarded to the Otago Museum to furnish 
a bay to bring apiculture in line with other 
agriculture pursuits. Supper was then 
handed round, and the session closed with 
votes of thanks to the speakers and all who 
contributed in any way to the success of 
the Convention. On Wednesday morning. 
the members of the Convention ‘were invited 
to inspect the honey packing plant at 
Rominsons Confectionery Ltd., in King St., 
where honey for the local market is being 
packed. Members expressed pleasure at see- 
ing this efficient and up-to-date plant in 
operation. Producers expressed to the man- 
agement their satisfaction at seeing their 
honey being handled in such an efficient 
manner. Mr. T. S. Winter, Chief Apiary 
Instructor. Wellington, addressed those pre- 
sent at the packing plant on present-day 
problems of the industry, and also gave a 
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brief sketch of honey harvesting and pack- 
ing in N.Z. during the past twenty years. 
A vote of thanks te the management and to 
those who arranged the visit was passed with 
acclamation, 

This concluded the Convention, which has 
been voted a success. —E, Campbell. 


WEST OTAGO. 


Our president, Signalman A. G. Stuart, is 
back from service in the Islands, and is 
staying in the district for a period. An- 
other member, Martin Dunloy, after being 
overseas for three years, is now back in the 
district. His father has had the oversight 
of his hives. The Branch is pleased to wel- 
come back these members to the district. 

—D, G. McDuff. 


GORE. 
ANNUAL MEETING. 


The ninth Annual Meeting of the Gore 
Branch of the National Beekeepers’ Associa- 
tion was held in the R.S.A. rooms on 2nd 
June, Mr. George Swanson presiding. 

The balance sheet was presented by the 
chairman and passed. The year’s working 
resulted in a slightly larger balance than 
formerly, mainly on account of the increased 
membership. 

In his presidential address Mr. Swanson 
thanked the members for their support and 
then reviewed the activities of the Branch 
during the year. The season has been a 
good one in this locality and was particularly 
welcome in view of the past two indifferent 


seasons. He hoped members would give all 
possible assistance to the conference which 
is being held at Christchurch shortly. Im- 
portant changes were to be considered there, 
and these, if made effective, would affect bee- 
kepers for some years to come. During the 
year two members had passed away—Mr. 
A. Goodman, of Balclutha, and Mr. G. Watt, 
of Riversdale. A few moments of silence 
was observed, members standing as a mark 
of respect to the late Mr. Watt and sympathy 
with his relations. A similar tribute was 
paid to the late Mr. Goodman at a previous 
meeting. Mr. Swanson made mention of 
the fact that Mr. W. Ballantyne, of Waikaka 
Valley, had sold his apiary, and would be 
leving the district. A presentation in the 
form of a book had been made at a farewell 
function held recently in the Valley. He 
was at the moment, however, not in very 
good health, and the meeting wished him a 
speedy recovery. 

The election of officers was then proceeded 
with and resulted: President, Mr. W. Her- 
ron; vice-president, Mr. A. S. Burns; secre- 


tary, Mr. P. W. Hunt; delegate to confer- 
ence, Mr. W. Herron, or, failing him, Mr. 
Swanson. 


The meeting then dealt with the remits 
drawn up for consideration at conference by 
the various Branches throughout New Zea- 
land. The proposed amendment to the con- 
stitution in respect of voting and subscrip- 
tion rates was discussed at length, and it 
was finally decided to support the amend- 
ment except that, in the matter of hives 
basis, it was suggested that the rate be fixed 
for 300 hives and upwards, instead of 600 or 
more, 


BEESWAX 


Sharland & Co. Ltd., Manufacturing Chemists, are 
buyers of Beeswax in any quantities at the maximum 
price allowed by the regulations. 


CONSIGN YOUR BEESWAX CARRIAGE FORWARD 
TO ANY OF OUR WAREHOUSES: 


SHARLAND & Co. Ltd. 


Manufacturing Chemists 


Lorne Street, Auckland; Lichfield Street, Christchurch; 
Dixon Street, Wellington; Dowling Street, Dunedin. 
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It should also be mentioned that Mr. G, F, 
Toosrood has returned from service with the 
Armed Forces in the South-West Pacific, 
and has been manpowered to continue bee- 
keeping and dairy farming with his brother. 
Mr. J. Glass has bought out Mr. W. Bal- 
lantyne and, we understand, is moving his 
bees from North Otago to augment those 
previously owned by. Mr. Ballantyne. Mr. 
W. Bristow has also been discharged from 
the army, and is making up lost time: in 
his apiary. Mr. L. C. Barron is now over- 
seas and his interests are being watched 
by Mr. Geo. Swanson. —P. W. Hunt. 


EAST COAST. 


At the December meeting, the Apiary In- 
structor, Mr. Robinson, gave a very interest- 
ing lecture on the life cycle of the bee and 
work within the hive. A demonstration on 
branding queen bees. Afternoon tea was 
served under the apple trees in the High 
School grounds. Thanks were tendered to 
the headmaster, Mr. Meffan, and Mrs. Mefftan 
for their hospitality. —H. O. Johnston. 


TARANAKI. 
Trading for the past few years had been 
under totally unprecedented conditions, 


stated the report presented by the president, 
Mr. H. R. Penny, at the annual meeting of 
the Taranaki Branch of the National Bee- 
kgepers’ Association at Elthem recently. 
Mier being faced with an over-supply and 
unrestricted selling competition, selling prob- 
lems had disappeared for the time being, and 
this had helped to build up a certain amount 
of opposition to Government marketing, con- 
tinued the report, 

The national executive were unsuccessful 
in application. for an increased selling price, 
the stumbling-block being stabilisation. Con- 
fideration might be given to the possibility 
of increasing payments from reserves. These 
were in a healthy condition and, while the 
desirability of maintaining reserves to meet 
post-war conditions must not be lost sight 
of, producers should express their views on 
the matter. 

The financial position was satisfactory, a 
credit balance of £15/4/5 being shown, 

Officers elected were: President, Mr. H. R. 
Penny; vice-president, Mr. L. Joyce; secre- 
tary, Mr. W. Nicholas; executive, the presi- 


dent, vice-president, and secretary; auditor, 
Mr. J. Lloyd. 

After addresses by Mr. F, Stoupe, manager 
of the honey section of the Internal Market- 
ing Division, and Mr. W. Nelson, chairman 
ef the Honey Control Board, the following 
resolutions received approval: 

“That this branch of the National Bee- 
keepers’ Association protests against the de- 
cision of the national executive in declining 
the invitation of the Minister to appoint two 
of its members to serve with members of 
the Honey Board as a special war-time ad- 
visory committee.” 

“That we advocate an alteration in the 
system of voting that will confine the voting 
power on marketing issues to commercial 
beekeepers,” 

“That this meeting regards the existence 
of the honey section of.the I.M.D. as essen- 
tial to the orderly marketing and equitable 
distribution of our produce, and we there- 
fore urge the Minister to take steps that 
will ensure the continued operations of the 
division, with the maximum of efficiency.” 

“That as the reserve fund and seal money 
is the property of suppliers and, had it. been 
paid out would have increased the price paid 
to producers, that this amount should be 
added to the producers’ payout to arrive at 
the correct stabilisation price.” 

“That the Minister be urged to implement 
legislation for the compulsory registration 
of apiaries.” 

“That the Honey Control Board be re- 
quested to make representation to the Gov- 
ernment to have the pay-out of the I.M.D. 
raised to a price more in keeping with that 
received for the 30 per cent. sold by pro- 
ducers.” 

At the conclusion the President, Mr. H. R. 
Penny, presented Mr. A. R. Bates with a 
barometer as a token of esteem from mem- 
bers and wished him success in his new 
home at Kati Kati. —-T. R. W. Nicholas. 


An American soldier was anxious to 
learn all he could about Ireland. 

“ Say,” he asked Pat, “ what race do 
the Irish spring from?” 

“They spring from no race, they 
spring at them,” said Pat with a glint 
in his eye. 


SOUTH AUCKLAND CONVENTION. 
A Two-day Meeting, to which all Beekeepers are 
invited, will be held at HAMILTON on 


AUGUST 9th and 10th, 1944 
in the Y.M.C.A. Hall at 10.30 a.m. 


Visitors requiring Accommodation contact Mr. T. Pearson, 
Claudelands. 


Further particulars from the Secretary, 


J. R. Barber, Pio Pio. 
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INTERNAL MARKETING 
DIVISION 


Retirement of Mr. Rentoul. 


Mr. Rentoul has retired from the 
position as Manager of the Honey Sec- 
tion, but his services will be available 
to the Division for the next 12 months, 
particularly in regard to his technical 
knowledge of the plant operated in 
the Honey Section. 


Appointment of Mr. Stoupe. 


Mr. H. F. Stoupe, who has been 
Assistant Manager under Mr. Ren- 
toul, has been appointed to the posi- 
tion of Manager. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor,— 

The vital factor in the stabilisation of 
honey prices is immediate purchase of sur- 
plus, or advance payment of almost the total 
value of the honey. This advance payment 
to be the responsibility of the State, through 
a depot controlled by a board of packers and 
producers, whose object would be to export 
to markets in non-producing areas and over- 
seas. As previous grading figures establish 
the class of honey from each producer, ad- 
vances could be made on honey which could 
be retained in the producer's store until re- 
quired for disposal, thereby saving costs of 
storage and handling in a central store, The 
points system of grading should be abolished 
and a refining system introduced, grading to 
eo-incide with the cost of refining different 
classes. Returns, to producers, packers and 
distributors to be fixed on a percentage 
basis. Selling prices to he calculated each 
year according to the variation of crop. 


(Signed) A. MAWHINNEY. 
Te Kawa. 


To the Editor. 

Dear Sir—Although not now being ac- 
tively engaged in beekeeping I am very 
interested in reading the Journal and follow- 
ing the trend of progress. One matter I 
consider the National should push, and the 
Government very seriously consider, is the 
Licensing of Apiary Sites, especially now as 
the Rehabilitation Board is financing returned 
men from. the present war into the indus- 
try. Their biggest handicap, bar foul brood, 
is going to be the pirating of apiary sites. 
This took place very seriously to the detri- 
ment of returned men after last war, and as 
the industry gets more stabilised in market- 
ing and worth while investing capital in, so 


the demand for sites will become greater, 
and either through Jack of knowledge or pure 
selfishness the trouble must increase. On 
account of its nature apiarists cannot hope 
to own all the country their bees work over 
as can al! other forms of primary producers, 
and it is only through some form of licensing 
of sites that real progress and confidence in 
the industry will be made. 
A, H. DAVIES. 
Whangarei. 


The Editor, “N.Z. Beekeeper.” 


Dear Sir,—Having had over thirty years’ 
experience in the production and marketing 
of honey I may, perhaps, presume to feel 
fairly qualified to make a reasonable assess- 
ment of the progress that has taken place 
during that space of time. 

It should be recognised that the honey 
industry has always had to face more diffi- 
cult problems of marketing than certain 
other industries, such as the dairy industry, 
due to the fact that butter is made in a fac- 
tory from the raw material (cream) received 
direct from the producer, while the beckeeper 
producs the finished article packed in either 
bulk or retail packages. The dairy companies 
have never had to fear a breakdown of their 
marketing organisation owing to competitive 
selling from their own supplies or indepen- 
dent dairy farmers. This fact has always 
made it possible for these companies to 
arrange finance fairly easily and has greatly 
facilitated their marketing operations. 

With the exception of a few brief periods 
of short supply (such as exist at present) 
the competitive selling between beekeepers 
has always brought about more or less 
chaotic marketing, and experience has proved 
that no producer marketing organisation can 
give satisfactory service under such condi- 
tions. In this connection the statement of 
Mr. J. Rentoul which appeared in the April 
1943 issue of the journal well sums up the 
situation. I strongly advise every beekeeper 
to study Mr. Rentoul’s article. 

Producers to-day have for the first time a 
marketing organisation with the power and 
financial resources that can protect the bee- 
keepers from a return to bitter experiences 
of the past. The few beekeepers who speak 
so feelingly about having their ‘‘freedom" 
restored to them should be sharply reminded 
that in the days when “freedom” existed in 
full measure, those who profited from this 
“freedom” were the speculative interests, 
while force of circumstances made the 
stronger beekeeper speculate in the packing 
end of the business by buying and selling 
the honey of their weaker fellow beekeepers. 

I have always opposed—and will continue 
to do so—any proposal to eliminate the effi- 
cient private beekeeper packer, for I am cer- 
tain he can give a certain service to a sec- 
tion of the community that could not be so 
satisfactorily performed by a central organi- 
sation, but the private packer should be re- 
stricted from operating in a way that retards 
the central organisation in the matter of 
obtaining supplies and sales in sufficient 
volume to maintain its existence as an eco- 
nomic unit. The Honey Control Board has 
stood solidly for that policy all along, and I 
believe it is the only policy that will give 
us the best possible return for our honey 
and provide us with some real marketing 


security. 
H. R. PENNY. 
High Street, Hawera. 
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PERSONAL 


—_>_—. 


Elsewhere in this issue, the retire- 
ment of Mr. Rentoul, as Manager of 
the Honey Section, is announced. Mr. 
Rentoul’s name is an honured one 
amongst beekeepers in this Dominion. 
His service to the beekeeping industry 
has been long and faithful. No one 
will begrudge him a well earned rest. 

In 1914 he was one of the directorate 
of the Honey Producers’ Association, 
becoming Chairman of Directors in 
1916 and holding this position until 
1922. In 1924 he was appointed man- 
ager of the Honey Producers’ Associa- 
tion. He was also elected as the pro- 
ducers’ representative on the Honey 
Control Board at its inception and 
was appointed chairman. In 1933, he 
resigned from the Honey Control 
Board to become joint manager of the 
Board and of the N.Z. Honey Limited, 
a newly-formed company since the 
liquidation of the Honey Producers’ 
Association. When the Government 
took over N.Z. Honey Ltd. in 1938, 
Mr. Rentoul was appointed manager, 
from which position he retired on the 
31st May last. 

Mr. Rentoul was one of those rare 
people who keeps his opinion until it 
is sought. He would listen when more 
venturesome folk talked. His opinion, 
when given, was always considered 
and cautious, Possibly, or should we 
say because of it, that could be ex- 
plained by his ancestry, for he was a 
Fifeman, coming to this country at 
the age of one. He will retire with 
the goodwill of all sections of the in- 
dustry. We wish him good health and 
happiness, 

Mr. H. F. Stoupe assumes the man- 
agership vacated by Mr. Rentoul in 
changing and difficult days. We wish 
him success, He has youth and enter- 
prise on his side to meet a situation 
that challenges both the Government 
and the producer to find a solution 
that will bring a greater measure of 
consolidation to the industry. 


We are pleased to report that some 
members of the National were success- 
ful in securing seats on local bodies in 
the recent election. Our President, 
Mr. E. Field, is a Borough Councillor 
of Foxton; Mr. E. Kirk, an executive 


member, is on the Wanganui Harbour 
Board; Mr. L. Robins, a member of 
the Canterbury Branch of the Central 
Board, is Mayor of Temuka. There 
may be others of whom we do not 
know. We would be pleased to report 
any other successes if the information 
is sent in. These men have qualified 
in the hard school of beekeeping ser- 
vice and should thereby prove able ad- 
ministrators. “ Large oaks from little 
acorns grow.” 


THE OLD BEE’S SOLILOQUY. 


The old bee sat on the cellar door 
And cocked his ear to the blizzard’s 
- roar, 

She said, “My dears, it sure appears 

We’ve something to be thankful for! 

We’re snug and warm in our wooden 
hives, 

With food to last us all our lives; 

Soon Spring will come, and our hives 

` will hum, 

While all the world about us strives. 

“While we the finest sweets produce 

For our own and our master’s use, 

The world of men contends again 

And now they’re fighting like the 
deuce! 

“Why can’t they learn a bit from us? 

'Tis plain they’d be more prosperous, 

If they could be as as wise as we, 

And live their lives without such 
fuss!” 2 —JOHN HUBBARD. 


There are men who are either im- 
mune to bees or whom the bees do not 
sting. They handle them without 
smoke, without veil, and seem to care 
nothing for angry bees. We were not, 
and we are not yet, of that kind. The 
writer was very much afraid of bees 
in his young days. It was not until 
an overwhelming honey crop came 
that he conquered his fear of stings 
through enthusiasm. So the timid 
beekeeper should take courage. But 
we never believed in handling bees 
without smoke, using it, not plenti- 
fully, but judiciously, when opening 
hives. Many an enemy has been 
created to the keeping of bees, in sub- 
urbs, in villages, along the public 
highway, by careless handling of the 
eclonies by a beekeeper who is not 
afraid. He does not get stung, but 
his neighbours, or the casual passer- 
by, are the victims. 
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HONEY EXTRACTORS. 


—— e 
By C. R. PATERSON, Apiary Instructor, Hamilton. 


In the early days of beekeeping, the 
only method of securing liquid honey 
was to crush the combs and then press 
and strain the honey through cloth. 
This destroyed the combs and reduced 
the quality of the honey. The modern 
extractor removes the honey from the 
combs by means of cëntrifugal force, 
and not only saves the combs for use 
again, but also enables the beekeeper 
to secure and pack honey in the best 
possible condition for retail trade, 

The invention of the honey extractor, 
and the great benefit the discovery 
conferred upon the beekeeping indus- 
try, followed closely on the invention 
of the movable comb hive by the Rev. 
L. L. Longstroth, in 1851, and of comb 
foundation by J. Mehring, in 1857. 

In 1865, Major D. Hruschka, of the 
Austrian Army, observed his son 
carelessly swinging a piece of honey 
comb in a basket, and noted that the 
motion caused some of the honey to 
come away from the comb, Taught by 
what seemed a mere accident, he pro- 
ceeded to apply the principal of cen- 
trifugal force in designing the first 
honey extractor. 


Value of Extractor 


The honey extractor is essential for 
the economical] production of extracted 
honey. With its use large quantities 
of honey can be produced, thus mak- 
ing possible the establishment of com- 
mercial beekeeping on a large scale. 
Honey extractors are manufactured in 
various sizes and designs, so that it is 
necessary for the beekeeper, or in- 
tending beekeeper, to have an inti- 
mate knowledge of the capabilities of 
each machine, and to know which is 
likely to meet his particular require- 
ments. The following description of 
the various extractors now in general 
use in New Zealand should help bee- 
keepers to decide the type of machine 
that will give them efficient service 
for the number of colonies they are 
running, ; 

The small, non-reversible extractor 
was designed to meet the requirements 
of domestic beekeepers who own from 


one to five colonies. It will give very 
satisfactory service, even though it 
lacks many of the improvements of 
the larger machines, It is termed a 
non-reversible extractor, because the 
construction of the revolving drum or 
reel is such that after the honey has 
been thrown out from one side of the 
combs by centrifugal force, the mach- 
ine has to be stopped, and the combs 
have to be turned round, in order that 
the honey may be extracted from the 
other side. It is readily seen that a 
machine of this type would be far too 
slow for a beekeeper with a larger 
number of colonies, The usual design 
of this non-reversible type of extrac- 
tor is shown in the illustration. 

The outer container is made of 
sheet metal with a honey gate on the 
lower edge. Inside this container, ro- 
tates the reel that holds the combs 
while the honey is being extracted. 
The lower portion of the centre spin- 
dle rotates, and rests in a raised bear- 
ing set in the bottom of the container. 
Having this bearing raised up allows 
for a certain amount of honey being 
held in the extractor without it com- 
ing into contact with the oiled bear- 


2-frame Non-reversible Extractor. 
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ing. At the upper end of the spindle 
is the driving mechanism which, in its 
simplest form, consists of a handle 
and two cogs to give the speed neces- 
sary for the extraction of the honey. 
Reverse pressure has to be applied to 
the handle when the machine has to 
be stopped. A definite improvement 
to this type of machine is the incor- 
poration of a clutch and brake in the 
driving mechanism. This allows the 
drum to be rotated, and when the re- 
quired speed is attained, the clutch 
disengages the driving gear, while the 
brake allows the reel to be stopped for 
reversal of the combs. 


Two-Frame Reversible 


The two-frame, reversible extractor 
is the one doing the bulk of the ex- 
tracting for those beekeepers with 
from 5 to 10, and even 100 colonies. 
It is fast and efficient, and has proved 
very satisfactory for the smaller com- 
mercial honey-producer. The machine 
is a decided improvement on the non- 
reversible type in that the combs are 
held in wire baskets which are free to 
swing to either side of the reel in 
which they rotate. The advantage is 
that, instead of the combs having to 
be lifted and reversed in the drum, 
they can now be readily swung or re- 
versed while remaining in the wire 
baskets. These reversible baskets 


greatly speed up the work of extract-- 


2-frame Reversible Extractor. 


ing. They also play an important part 
in preventing the combs being dis- 
lodged from their frames by the 
strain imposed on them while the 
machine is being worked. A further 
addition to this machine is called the 
automatic reversing gear. With the 
aid of this device the baskets may be 
reversed quickly by the application of 
the brake lever, but many beekeepers 
who have worked both types maintain 
that there is very little advantage in 
the automatic gear, and some mach- 
ines are worked with the automatic 
feature cut out. For the most efficient 
working of a two-frame reversible 
machine, it should be securely fas- 
tened to the floor or an elevated plat- 
form. This is usually done by means 
of two or three holding down rods 
with turn buckles. Two combs of 
approximately equal weight should be 
placed in the baskets each time, other- 
wise considerable vibration is set up, 
with a definite risk of damaging the 
combs. Practice will soon tell the 
speed required for extraction of the 
honey in the quickest time without 
damaging the combs. In warm wea- 
ther, it is possible to damage new 
combs if the machine is turned at too 
great a speed. When maximum speed 
has been acquired with the handle, the 
clutch lever should be turned down to 
allow the reel to run freely for a few 
seconds before the brake-lever is 
gently applied. With a little experi- 


‘ence, it will be found possible to flick 


quickly over each basket while the 
drum is still rotating at a reduced 
speed. When the baskets have been 
reversed, the clutch is again engaged 
and the baskets speeded up by means 
of the handle, after which all honey 
should have been extracted from both 
sides of the combs, Some beekeepers 
contend that it is necessary to place 
the combs in the baskets with relation 
to the direction of rotation, but prac- 
tice has shown that (with free flowing 
honey) combs can be placed in the 
baskets without consideration of 
whether the top bar is facing away 
from the direction of rotation or not. 


For Big Apiaries 


The 4-frame, reversible machine 
(power or hand) fulfils the require- 
ments of the beekeeper operating 
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from 50 to several hundred colonies. 
It is constructed on the same principle 
as the two-frame reversible, but in 
view of the rotating reel having to 
carry four frames, the machine is 
more heavily constructed. In this 
type of extractor the automatic rever- 
sing-gear is a decided advantage, and 
is generally used. The baskets in the 
Pender machine are reversed by 
means of four arms fixed on the reel 
spindle, with the outer ends of each 
arm reposing in slots in the bottom of 
the four baskets, while the reel is free 
to rotate on the vertical spindle, As 
the brake is applied, the spindle with 
its four fixed arms is brought to a 
stop, but the reel carries on, thus 
swinging the baskets over to the other 
side. In the latest design of these 
machines bevelled friction-gear takes 
the place of the cogs on the two-frame 
machines. This friction gear allows of 
smooth running under power drive. 
For the operation of these machines 
by hand, a gear is placed on an auxil- 
iary shaft so as to increase the speed 
of the driving shaft, or otherwise 
bring it up to the speed it would be 
driven at when operated by motor 
power. 

Similar in construction to the four- 
frame, reversible extractor is the 
eight-frame. This extractor is en- 
tirely power-driven, and is capable of 
handling the output of large commer- 
cial apiaries. 

Beekeepers wishing to purchase a 
basket-type extractor should give 
special attention to the size of the 
baskets. Machines from two frames 
up to eight frames are manufactured 
with baskets of two sizes. The 93- 
inch baskets are constructed to take 
the full-depth Hoffman or Simplicity 
frames, while machines with 12 in. 
baskets will take two  half-depth 
frames at one time. Where no half- 
depth frames are used the 98-inch 
basket is all that is required, whereas 
those using both full-depth and half- 
depth frames will find the larger bas- 
kets a decided advantage. 


4-frame Automatic Reversible 
Extractor. 


Radial Extractor 


This type of machine will extract 
honey from both sides of the combs 
without reversing. The construction 
of this extractor is simplicity itself, 
but it has been found that for this 
type of machine to be thoroughly effi- 
cient, the revolving wheel should hold 
not less than 20 combs, and that is 
the smallest type of this machine on 
the market. The larger sizes will 
hold up to 50 combs at a time. The 
illustration clearly shows the con- 
struction of a radial extractor. A 1- 
h.p. electric motor is able to drive the 
largest of these machine with ease. 
The first models of this type were 
equipped with an adjusting screw 
which controlled the pressure on the 
driving friction plate. For successful 
operation of this radial, it was essen- 
tia] to run the machine slowly until 
more than half of the honey was 
thrown out of the combs. Then it 
was safe to increase the speed to get 
the remaining honey. If too high a 
speed was attained before most of the 
honey was out of the combs, many of 


SEE IE 


Extractor holding rod. 
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45-comb Radial Extractor. 


the weaker combs collapsed under the 
severe strain. It was, therefore, nec- 
essary for the operator to stand al- 
most over the machine in order to con- 
trol the speed by means of the adjust- 
ing screw. This depreciated the 
value of the machine, as many bee- 
keepers, when they first installed a 
radial extractor, thought that, once 
tle machine was loaded and running, 
they would be able to continue uncap- 
ping the next batch of combs. To 
overcome this decided drawback some 
beekeepers converted the machine, so 
that it had three definite speeds. This 
was done by machining a key way on 
the centre spindle of the reel, and 
allowing the driven plate to slide 
freely on the shaft. A lever controlled 
the position of the plate in relation 
to the driving plate. The illustration 
clearly shows the principle on which 
this control works. With this adjust- 
ment the radial extractor is very 
efficient. 

Once the machine is started, a low 
speed is maintained until the adjust- 
ing lever changes the relationship of 
the plates. There is no need for the 
operator to stand over the machine. 
Instead he can carry on with uncap- 
ping or other work, and alter the 
speed of the machine as required. 
New models of radial extractors have 
definite speed control. 

Radial machines are quite satisfac- 
tory for dealing with a free-flowing 
honey, such as that secured from 
white clover, and in cases where the 
beekeeper adopts the practice of ex- 
tracting the honey the same day as the 


combs are brought in from the hives. 
In districts where heavy honey is se- 
cured from mixed sources, and the 
bees are in close proximity to ti-tree 
areas, then, however, the installation 
of a machine of this type should not 
be considered. 


Eight-Frame Buckeye 


This type of 8-frame, basket mach- 
ine is designed to overcome two un- 
satisfactory features associated with 
other types of basket machine. In the 
Buckeye, the combs can be reversed 
while the machine is running at full 
speed; in the other machines it is nec- 
essary almost to stop the revolving 
reel before the baskets are reversed. 
The reversing does not put such a 
strain on the baskets and combs, as 
each basket revolves on a central 
pivot, but in other types the baskets 
are pivoted at one end, and have to 
swing through an arc of 90 degrees, 
thus putting a severe strain on the 
machine, Quite a number of Buckeye 
machines are in use in the Dominion, 
and are proving very efficient in ex- 
tracting honey that could not be han- 
dled with the Radial type of extractor. 
The illustration gives a clear idea of 


8-frame Buckeye Extractor. 


the construction and principle of this 
extractor. 

The Semi Radial, or Hungerford, 
Extractor, which has quite recently 
been placed on the market in Austra- 
lia, employs both the principle of the 
older type of basket machine and the 
newer type of radia] extractor. Al 
though it embodies the features of the 
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Principle of Semi-radial Extractor. 


reversing basket machine, the baskets 
do not reverse completely from one 
side to the other. So far this mach- 
ine has not been tried out extensively 
under New Zealand conditions. 


Care of Extractors 


Many beekeepers have been both- 
ered with a very fine spray of honey 
being thrown out the top of the ex- 
tractor as it is being worked, making 
the operator sticky and leaving a 
rather unsightly mark on the walls of 
the honey house. This can be over- 
come hy making two metal or wooden 
covers as shown in the illustration, 
and placing them over the extractor 
while it is running. These may be 
used as a permanent cover when the 
machine is not in use. It will be 
found when operating the extractor 
that it is necessary to have only the 
back cover in place to overcome the 
nuisance of the fine spray. 

As mentioned earlier honey should 
not be allowed to accumulate so high 
in the extractor that it covers over 
the bottom reel bearing. When this 
happens, the oil is carried away from 
the bearing, and there is also the risk 
of spoiling the flavour of the honey. 

Combs of honey should be carefully 
placed in the wire baskets, otherwise 
the baskets will soon become distorted 
and loose at the joints. All moving 
parts should be oiled sparingly, as ex- 
cessive oiling is likely to contaminate 
the honey. A good plan is to paint 
the super-structure with a glossy- 
finish, metallic paint., This not only 
adds to the appearance of the mach- 
ine, but also allows the operator to 
see at a glance when too much oil has 
been given to the bearings. A piece 
of rag will soon clean any surplus oil 
that may show on the painted surface. 


Dismantling 
When the last extracting of the sea- 
son has been completed, the extractor 
should be dismantled and thoroughly 
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cleaned, A hose with a pressure-sup- 
ply is useful in getting rid of all the 
honey and wax particles, All the parts 
should then be washed in boiling 
water and thoroughly dried. A rag 
dipped in clean oil can be rubbed over 
all parts that are likely to rust or tar- 
nish. In the past, some writers advo- 
cated leaving the extractor just as it 
finished extracting. They contended 
that all parts would be smeared over 
with honey which would be a protec- 
tion against rust. during the winter 
months or off season. Consideration 
was not given to the fact that, where 
honey is left in contact with certain 
metals, a chemical action sets in 
which is detrimental to the metal con- 
cerned. Apart from this, the mere 


Cover for Small Extractor. 


fact of leaving any honev equipment 
in this condition is definitely unhygie- 
nic. 

Spare parts for most of the honey 
extractors in use in New Zealand can 
normally be obtained from dealers in 
beekeepers’ supplies. Always quote 
make, type and number of machine 
when ordering replacements. 

Honey extractors are manufactured 
in different sizes, and of varying 
types, to suit beekeeping conditions all 
over the world. Choose the kind of 
machine that experience has proved 
to be particularly suited to the district 
in which vou are operating, while the 
size will be governed by the number 
of colonies kept. With care and rea- 
sonable handling an extractor will 
give many years of useful service. 


(From N.Z. “ Journal of 
Agriculture.) 
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TALKS TO BEGINNERS. 


——— 


This section will appear regularly. 
Beginners are invited to submit ques- 
tions which will be answered in the 
following issue. These talks will en- 
deavour to cover operations for the 
next three months.—Editor, 


This is the time to prepare material 
for the new season. In purchasing 
equipment, keep to standardised types, 
even if you make it yourself. You 
can buy standardised goods anywhere 
in the Dominion—goods that were 
standard forty years ago and should 
be the same in the next forty years. 
Even if you only wish to have a few 
hives, you may sell some day, and 
standard hives sell best, other things 
being equal. If you become a “big” 
beekeeper your fifty or one hundred 
and fifty hives will need to be the 
same as your possible five hundred. 
If they are not, they will be museum 
pieces—awkward and expensive ones 
at that. Keep to standard sizes. 


If you buy everything ready for 
assembly, paint all joints first with 
thin paint—priming. Nail up with 
the correct size of nails, and where 
the timber is “hard,” bore a hole be- 
fore you nail, For supers use 2in. 
flat head nails. For frames, use the 
liin, usually provided. When your 
material is assembled, run the plane 
over sharp edges of supers and take 
an arras off. It stops a lot of. chipping 
and looks better. Then paint all out- 
side woodwork with one thin coat of 
paint and at least one more, but pre- 
ferably two of thicker coats of paint. 
Hive material costs good money—it 
will be very costly if you fail to paint. 
Not only does it retard rotting but it 
also prevents sun cracks and warping. 
Nothing is more pitiful around an 
apiary than neglected hives, 


But many beginners want to make 
their own, and so they should, if they 
wish, but keep to standard sizes. We 
will start with the bottom board. Less 
care can be expended on the bottom 
board than on any other item of equip- 


ment, but use good material; that is, 
sound timber. The two 16in. cross 
members can be anything from 1iin. 
x 13in. to 6in, x 2in. Sometimes you 
can get hardwood offecuts. They can 
be in the smaller size and there is 
none better. Otherwise use what is 
available. Space as you desire and 
nail on two 8 x 1’s, 24in. long, with 
2in. F.H. nails. Nail on strips jin. x 
2in.—1/16in. and 2/19in, for each bot- 
tom. There is your bottom board. 
You can make different types but this 
is a good standard type in a simple 
style that outlasts most others. A 
good cheap paint for these can be 
made of red oxide, powder or oil, and 
crankcase oil, Thin with kerosene 
and add a little terebine. Another 
method is to use tar heated up, only 
use your common sense in heating tar. 
If you have a big enough drum, boil 
it up and dip the whole bottom board 
in the drum. Give it a good soak, as 
tar is cheap. Make these up well 
ahead as the tar needs some weeks to 
harden, 

For supers, buy pinus insignis 
dressed dry, “in the shook,” from the 
mill, already cut to size to make a box 
20in. x 16in. x 93in x fin. You can 
make it just like a box, in which case 
the lengths needed are 2/20in. and 
2/144in. for each box. Have a 3 x 
7/16in. rabbet run in the ends, A 
better box is one in which the sides 
are house 7/l6in. into the ends. In 
this case, you need 2/194in. and 
2/16in. for each box. 

All the work done is on the ends. 
Again have the same rabbet and down 
each end, inside, cut a šin. wide by 
7/16in. deep rabbet. Cut the hand 
grip with a circular saw, wedged to 
give a “drunken” cut gin. wide. The 
sides fit between the ends. Paint the 
joints and nail up with plenty of two 
inch nails. Use a likin. nail through 
the rabbet. Before ordering your ma- 
terial, get a quotation. Sometimes it 
pays to buy ready made material, in 
the flat, from the manufacturer, than 
have all the fun of making for practi- 
cally no saving. When your box is 
made, shoot off any bye wood from 
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top and bottom edges, take an arras 
off the corners, and vou have a job 
that would do credit to a joinery shop 
—perhaps. Nail in the tin strips for 
holding frames with 3iin. clout tacks, 
so that most of the bee space is at the 
bottom when the frame is suspended. 
Don’t forget the paint; first a thin 
coat. When dry another and then an- 
other of good “body.” If you cannot 
mix your own, buy prepared paint. 


Now for the roof, and this is not as 
easy as it looks. Use lin. timber for 
the frame. Rimu is better than pinus 
for this job. Decide on the width you 
want. Three inches is a good average. 
If you are clever enough, mitre or 
lock-corner the corners; otherwise 
make it like a box. The inside size— 
and it is the important size—should 
be not less than 20%in. x 168in., you 
can go $in, more if you like it slack. 
Nail on, with 14in. flat-headed nails, 
dry half inch timber. You can use 
casing timber here and make it 
thicker if you want weight, which is 
desirable in a lid. Turn the lid over 
and nail bee space strips of 5/16in. 
timber, 2/194in. and 2/15łin. x šin. 
for each lid, round and round. Use 
lin. F.H. nails cleated on a piece of 
iron—before the covering is put on. 
Take a good arras off the top edge of 
the roof—it lets the covering bend 
easier—and another off the bottom 
edge of the frame—it breaks the drip 
—and you are ready for the covering. 
This is a problem nowadays without 
galvanised flat-iron. Some people are 
using tarred roof coverings of two or 
three ply. Don’t use the stuff as it is 
a waste of money. You would be just 
as well to use bag and tar it yourself, 
Scour your district for short lengths 
of old iron. Flatten it out and nail on 
the roof with fin. clout tacks, Punch 
holes with a lead-head nail first, about 
every 3in. Rimu holds nails better 
than pinus and it is recommended for 
that reason. To improve the roof 
further, cover with a piece of tarred 
building paper before you put the iron 
on. Then you need not worry over a 
few holes in the iron, If in doubt, put 
the lid under a running tap for a 
week and see what happens. This iron 
only leaks when it is new, corrogated, 
and on the roof of a house! If you 
have been fortunate, you will have hit 


your thumb and first finger nail only 
a few times, in holding the clout 
tacks, but you will have a roof that 
should last the rest of your beekeep- 
ing life. The “big” beekeeper soon 
learns that the shoddv roof does not 
pay. He can save a little on boxes 
and perhaps a bit more on bottom 
boards. Remember again, choose good 
material, stick to standard sizes, and 
paint exposed wood. 


Now we come to the inside of the 
hive. Unless you have good machin- 
ery and know all about it, buy your 
frames. If you must make your 
frames use only insignis or poplar. 
Poplar is good but should be nailed 
with 13in. nails of fine gauge. 


When you have your frames ready 
for nailing, make them up. A box of 
6in. x lin., with extra hinged end bars, 
spaced out the thickness of the end 
bar, and holding all the frames, can 
be used. All the bottom bars are 
nailed first and the tops last. The 
Zin. iron rod holding the hinged ends 
is slipped off and the frames taken 
awav, You can make them singly al- 
most as fast. Use only the fine 13in. 
nails as advertised, one in each end of 
top and bottom bars and one through 
the end bar into the end of top bar. 
This is the best method; otherwise use 
two in each end of the top bar into 
the end bar. 


For wiring the frame, press the 
frame into a holder that bends the 
ends slighly inwards, lace the wire 
through the holes. Turn the free end 
on a tack, driven in the edge of the 
end bar, and drive the tack home. 
Turn the reel to tighten the wire, 
“twanging” to pull it into the wood 
at the holes. When it is tight, turn 
the wire on another tack, drive the 
tack home, and break or cut the wire. 
Use bootmakers’ Zin. “tingles” as 
tacks. They have sharp points and 
the head is easily sunk flush with the 
wood. You should manage to make or 
wire 300 frames per day, but the im- 
important thing is to make a good job. 
These frames hold the all-important 
comb that should last all the time you 
are beekeeping, even if that is forty 
years. 


When it comes to embedding the 
foundation, use a car battery, if you 
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have no transformer from the power 
supply, with an embedding frame. 
The spur embedder makes a poor job 
compared with electric current of low 
voltage. Electrically-embedded on 
tight wires, you need not worry over 
waxing in the foundation unless you 
will be hiving a swarm on it. The 
bees will wax it in safely. You might 
lose three sheets in a thousand but it 
is worth it to save a messy job of 
doubtful value. 


Have two boxes at least and four 
half supers for each hive for section 
honey, and four for each hive for ex- 
tracted honey with at least ten per 
cent. reserve of extra boxes, and you 
have sufficient material to make a 
start. This is all going to cost you 
about £3 per hive so make a good 
job, but count the cost before you 
start. 

Don’t monkey with your colonies in 
the spring. All you need to do is to 
make sure the stores are sufficient, 
that queens are laying and that dis- 
ease is not present. They should not 
need more than the double hive till 


the end of October. “ Sufficient stores” 
means at least fifteen pounds of honey 
ahead of current consumption, 

In the October issue we will talk of 
hive management till the honey flow. 
If you need help before then, go to 
some expert. The nearest apiary in- 
structor is always your best first 
choice. Failing him, let’s hope the 
next man knows what he is talking 
about. Probably the man who talks 
most, knows least. 


Wishing you happy hours making 
up your material, 


Yours sincerely, 
“ SKEP.” 


F. J. LAKE LTD. 


432 MORAY PLACE, DUNEDIN 
"Phone 10-701 ::: Box 669 


Manufacturers of Honey Tins 


Honey Cartons 


“CARDEA” AND 


‘** MONOCON ” 


BRANDS 


1 lb. and 2 lb. sizes available for prompt delivery. 
No increase in prices. 


Stamped lids for these cartons can be arranged 
through the Internal Marketing Division, Auckland. 


DISTRIBUTORS: 


FRANK M. 


WINSTONE 


{Merchants} Ltd. 


BOX 132, AUCKLAND 


South Island Agents: FOLEY BROS. [(N.Z.} LTD. 


BOX 519, WELLINGTON 
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FOR SALE. 
Highest Grade 


Comb Foundation 


or own Wax converted 


Write for quotations to:— 
F. R. W. NICHOLAS 
P.O. BOX 28, HAWERA. 


SITUATION VACANT, 


A Reliable Married or Single MAN 
Wanted. 


Steady employment and good pros- 
pects for man with good general 
knowledge. 

Apply, E. A. FIELD, Foxton. 


WANTED TO BUY. 


QUEEN EXCLUDERS, 200, in good 


order; wire or zine. 


J. R. BARBER, Pio Pio. 


400-500 COLONIES, complete with 
Plant and House Property. Give de- 
tails, number of colonies, crop for past 
5 seasons, from what flora the honey 
is obtained, climate; is district free 
from F.B.; equipment, house property, 
etc, Reply to STOUT, c/o. Box 110, 
Palmerston North, 


QUANTITY NUCLEI or HIVES for 
coming spring; preferably in Otago. 
Supers, ete. supplied if necessary— 


CASH. 


Reply “ NUCLEI,” 
C/o. “ N.Z. Beekeeper.” 


A SMALL HONEY EXTRACTOR. 
Wellington District. 
Reply, C/o. “ N.Z. Beekeeper...” 
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This Journal is issued free to all 
members of the National Beekeepers’ 
Association of N.Z. Failure to renew 
subscriptions promptly results in auto- 
matie removal of names from Journal 
Mailing List, 


Subscription rates for the Journai 
are 2/- per annum, 6d. per copy, post 
free. Please notify any irregularity 
in receipt of the Journal to the 
Editor. 


Literary contributions and adver- 
tisements must be in the hands of the 
Editor, Mr.. W. J. Lennon, Omakau, 
Central Otago, not later than the 
first of month of publication. 


Nom-de-plume letters must be 
signed by the writer and address 
given, not necessarily for publication, 
but as proof of good faith. Letters 
accepted for publication do not neces- 
sarily express the views of the Editor. 


ADVERTISEMENT RATES. 


Trade Announcements, 5/- per inch 
per insertion; £5 per page; £2/15/- 


`- per half-page; £1/10/- per quarter- 


page per issue, 


“Wanteds,” 2d. per word per inser- 
tion. 


ONCE: USED 


60 Ib. 
Honey Tins 


On behalf of the Internal Marketing Divi- 
sion (Honey Section) we offer to South 
Island beekeepers, limited stocks of ONCE 
USED 60lb. HONEY TINS, all faults if any- 


Price 15 / ” nett per doz. 


F.O.R. Dunedin only. 


TERMS Net Cash with order. 


DELIVERY As and when stocks are avail- 
able. Orders executed in strict rotation as 
received. 


NOTE:-The above 60lb. tins are in sound 
condition with the exception of a draining 
hole punctured in the bottom of each tin. 
Patching and soldering is buyer’s responsi- 
bility, also washing if necessary. The use of 
these tins for packing for next season’s honey 

` crop has been approved. 


The 


Alliance Bee-Supplies 
Company, Limited 
P.O. BOX 572, 
MASON STREET, DUNEDIN 


HECTOR C. MATHESON, PRINTER, TIMARU 


